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MONTANA 
STATl-  IJIJRARY  l:XTI-NSION  COMMISSION 

MONTANA   STATE  UNIVERSITY   LIBRARY 
MISSOULA.  MONTANA 


OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


FIRST  AIJJIUAL  REPORT  OF  TYDi   STATE  LI  BR  ART  EXTENSION 
COIWISSIOH  -  1946 


The  State  Library  Extension  Coramission  was  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1929  hut  not  until  1945  when  the  law  was  amended,  was  money  appropriated 
to  finance  its  work.   In  compliance  with  the  law,  in  May  1945,  Governor *Ford 
made  the  following  appointments  to  the  Commission:  Mrs.  Corinne  B.  Ackley, 
Lewistown,  1  year  term;  I»Irs.  R.C.  Dillavou,  Billings,  2  year  term;  I.lrs.  W.T. 
Perham,  Glendive,  3  year  term.  The  law  designates  the  librarian  of  The  Montana 
State  University,  Miss  Kathleen  Campbell,  as  chairman  of  the  Coriimission  and  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Hiss  Elizabeth  Ireland,  ex-officio 
meniber.  I.Irs.  Ackley  resigned  in  October  and  the  Governor  appointed  Miss  Margaret 
Fulmer,  Great  Falls,  to  complete  her  term.  In  May,  1946,  r^Iiss  Fulmer' s  appoint- 
ment was  renewed  for  a  three  year  terra. 

V/ith  the  beginning  of  the  1945  -  1947  bier.nium  in  July  1945,  Montana  State 
University  offered  a  room  in  the  library  building  for  use  p.p   s  Commission 
headquarters.  The  Coramission  had  difficulty  in  secu]?ing  a  li  .rjirian  to  assume 
the  duties  of  Secretary  which  delayed  starting  the  work  untij  feb,  15,  1946 
when  Ellen  Torgrirason  arrived  in  Hissoula  to  act  as  Secrete.. .,.  .\:rs.  Vera  M, 
Salinas  was  hired  as  Library  Assistant.   She  resigned  in  august  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
P.  Jeihnke  took  her  place.  Part  time  clerical  assistance  has  been  employed. 

Following  is  a  brief  resume  of  activities  of  the  State  Library  Extension 
ConmiBsion  during  the  first  ten  mo.iths  of  its  operation, 

A  library  of  4,460  books  has  been  a.^sembled  at  headquarters  at  the  Montana 
State  University  Library.   A  few  of  these  were  gifts;  the  remainder  .,-.•.  ordered 
from  publishers  and  jobbers.  All  these  books  have  been  cataloged  am.   x-opared 
for  circulation.  Circulation  of  books  in  quantity  did  not  begin  untix  September, 
but  circulation  figures  had  reached  3,879  by  December  31st.   Field  visits  to 
fifty  libraries  in  the  state  have  been  made.  Help  has  been  given  to  librarians 
in  filing,  cataloging,  book  selection,  budget  problems,  building  and  equipment, 
and  personnel  problems.   In  the  interest  of  county  and  public  library  orr^aniz- 
ation,  talks  have  been  given  at  Bozeman,  Poison,  .3ula,  Scobey,  Sidney,  Jordan, 
Glendive,  Deer  Lodge,  Custer,  Bridger,  ?elfry,  and  Hamilton, 

Onxy  seven,  out  of  the  fifty-six  counties  in  iontana,  have  not  been 
served  in  some  way  by  the  Comaission,  either  thr.^ugh  loans  of  books  to  schools, 
libraries  and  individuals,  through  field  visits  oy  the  Secretary,  or  through 
help  and  advice  given  by  mail. 
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The  Commission  has  cooperated  with  other  educational  proerams  in  the  state 
by  supplying  books  for  the  "'ontana  S  trudy;  Book  Study  groups  at  Corvallis,  Ronan 
and  Alberton;  the  State  University  Division  of   Extension  and  Public  Service;  and 
the  State  Correspondence  School.  The  Secretary  attended  the  Rural  Education 
Conference  at  Helena,  the  "..lontana  State  Library  Association  at  Helena,  the 
American  Library  Association  conference  at  Buffalo,  the  Labor  Institute  at  Llissoula, 
the  Pacific  Ilorthwest  Library  Association  Conference  at  Vancouver,  Fi.C.,  the 
Montana  Education  Association  meetings  at  Helena  and  Kalispell,  and  a  Home 
Demonstration  Council  meeting  at  Chinook. 

Articles  were  supplied  to  the  Llontana  Education  Association  journal  for 
the  March  and  September  issues  and  one  for  the  November  15th  Issue  of  the 
Montana  Farmer. 

The  budget  expenditures  through  December  31,  1946  have  been  as  follows: 


ITS?.I A"CUiiT  EKPEinJED BAL^TCE 

Salaries  03,515.00  #4,285.00 

Books  6,911.34  1.388.66 

Supplies  750.88  749.12 

Equipment  289.00  511.00 

Travel  998.80  601.20 


The  Commission  has  made  a  commendable  record  during  the  first  ten  months 
of  its  operation,  as  Montana  is  a  large  sttite,  sparsely  settled,  and  difficult 
to  cover.  Borrowers  have  written  grateful  letters  expressing  their  pleasure 
in  the  new  service  now  available  to  them. 

The  Cor.imission  has  submitted  a  budget  request  for  §28,386,08  for  the 
1947-1949  bienniui.i,  a  modest  increase  of  ohly  08,386,08  over  the  1945-1947 
budget  of  v20,000.  VJith   these  additional  funds  the  Commission  can  increase 
its  us  fulness  and  enlarge  its  services  in  the  years  ahead. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Ellen  Torgrimson,  Secretary, 
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BIENNIAL  REPORT  TO  THE  GOVERNOR,  Jim.  1,  19^ 


The  State  Library  Extension  Conanissioa  was  created  by  act  of  the  1929 
Legislative  Assembly,  but  not  until  the  lav  was  amended  in  194-5  was  money 
appropriated  to  finance  its  work.  The  first  biennial  budget  totalled 
$20,000,  allocated  as  foHowst 

Salary  of  Secretary  U,  BOO.  00 

Salary  of  Assistant  3,000.00 

Purchase  of  books,  periodicals  St  binding  8,300.00 

Supplies  1,500.00 

Equipment  800.00 

Travel  1,600.00 

In  compliance  with  the  law.  Governor  Ford  made  the  following  appointments 
to  the  Commission  in  May  19A5:  Mrs.  Corinne  B.  Ackley,  librarian,  Carnegie 
Public  Library,  Lewistown,  1  yenr  temj  Mrs.  R.  C.  Dillavou,  Billings,  2  year 
term;  Mrs.  V.  T,  Perham,  Glendive,  3  year  term.  Mrs,  Ackley  left  the  state 
and  resigned  in  October  1945.  Governor  Ford  appointed  Margaret  Fulmer, 
librarian.  Great  Falls  Public  Library,  to  complete  the  term  and  reappointed 
her  in  Hay  194-6,  Mrs.  Dillavou  was  reappointed  in  May  194-7.  The  appoint- 
ments are  now  made  for  three  years.  The  law  designates  as  chairman  of  the 
Commission  the  librarian  of  Montana  State  University  and  as  ex-officio  member 
the  State  Superintendent  of  i'ublic  Instruction,  These  positions  are  currently 
held  by  Kathleen  Campbell  and  Elizabeth  Ireland,  respectively.  The  Commission 
members  serve  without  pay  but  are  reimbursed  by  the  state  for  traveling  expenses. 

The  Commission  was  scheduled  to  be^in  operating  on  July  1,  1945, 
but  experienced  difficulty  in  securing  a  librarian  to  assume  the  duties  of 
Secretary,  In  January  194.6  Ellen  Torgrirason  accepted  the  post  and  arrived 
In  Missoiila  to  begin  work  on  February  15th,  i'lTs.  Vera  M.  Salinas  was  hired 
as  Library  Assistant,  She  resigned  in  August  and  Mrs.  Ruth  P.  Jahnke  took 
over  her  duties.  Additional  part-time  clerical  held  has  been  employed. 

Mo„c^na  State  University  offered  a  large  room  on  first  floor  of  the 
Llbr:  -y  building  to  the  Commission  for  use  as  headquarters,  and  the  Commission 
startad  its  operations  here.  In  September  1946,  however,  because  of  increased 
enrollrient  the  University  decided  that  this  space  was  needed  for  library 
purposes.  It  was  then  necessary  for  the  Commission  to  move  to  a  smaller  room 
on  t .M  floor,  a  crowded  and  less  desireable  location  because  it  is  not 
readily  accessible  to  the  public, 

Montana  Is  a  large  and  sparsely  settled  state.  Although  the  first  libraries 
were  established  as  early  as  1886,  during  territorial  days,  35>5  of  the  popiilation 
has  no  local  library  service  whatsoaver,  and  an  even  larger  percentage  has  very 
Inadequate  service.  For  the  most  part  school  libraries  are  pathetically  small 
and  badly  organized.  It  Is  these  needs  that  the  Stete  Library  Extension 
CoDirlssion  was  designed  to  fill. 


Toward  that  end,  a  bock  coll&ctioa  of  6,91!^  volvrnea  hao  been  aoceioblcd  ot 
headquarters  and  procer.tjed  for  circulation.     Ciroal.iticn  of  books  In  quantity 
could  riot  boffin  until  ScptcDbor  19^6,  but  circiilGtion  fl;;uros  r>«»ftQhod  32,321 
by  Decenber  31,  19-C7.     Only  ona  out  of  flfty-slx  oountica  in  Hontana  has  not 
been  aorved  In  sova  way  by  tho  Grscoiaaioa,  oithor  throui-1;  lof-ns  of  boko  to 
schools,  libiviriaa  and  led*  vidujils,  'vhro  ^ifih  field  visits  by  the  Cocrotnry,  ov 
throuiih  halp  acd  adrico  ^i-ren  by  zail.     .'^oventy-nlna  llbr-.rloa  in  iho  aU.ta 
hfiv*  bo«n  vinitcd,  twenty- f cur  of  thtci  itora  than  onoe;  172  dp^-a  havo  been 
spent  in  travel  rbout  the  at'  te.     Five  nnw  county  Hbrf-rles  have  been  organleod 
with  the  help  6r«i  direction  of  the  aocrotary. 

The  CoEsilBBlon  hria  coopfirrtted  vlth  other  eduor^tion&l  pro:'::ri5ra  in  th«i  ctat* 
by  aupplyip*  booia  for  the  ^:ontona  r^tudy,  the  ::tnte  i;nlvor.'«lty  fiviBion  of 
roctenalon  «>nd  /utlio  Torvica,  £wJ  tlio  r.t;^to  Canr^opoiKlftiiOS  Jiohool.     Tha 
Secretary  boo  attcn^ied  confftronces  of  tha  tiontnna  Ctato  Library  Annociaticn, 
Knntana  Tduostion  Aaaooiotion,  /IrLcrioan  Library  Acsoointlcn,  Poolfio  Korthweat 
Llbrc.ry  ABsoolr-tlon,  County  CoisL.ioBlonrro  Association  and  P.ural  ^Jducatl'-n 
Conference.     Che  has  visited  the  ot  te  Ccrassissirisn  of  Kinnosotd,   ..'aGhln^ton, 
North  Dakota  snd  ^ilchigan  to  observe  prooeclurea  follo^'od  In  those  aUtos. 

The  ItRte  Idbrnry  Kxtenalon  Cotadpclon  has  ln;tu«^id  t«ro  nubllcfttlonaj     a 

PIRi:CrCHy  O?  J^,  U'.VJIA  LTJliAltirC  A:D  i:m  :^1KI:Z  and  a  corpiir.Uon  of  llBi.Ki 
LAVS  OF  li'fJTAf.'A.     '^he  H'-iitlr-s  of  a  fiu(irt<'rly  b\:llRtin  oct,?tlcd  i'^^ZjVr.k 
LIDR-'rVrES  haa  been  iindcrtakon,   tluj  flri;t  issue  *>olr.{r  dntrd  October  1947.     Thia 
replaces  a  bl&onthly  oulletln  formerly  published  by  th«  liontaaa  Gtete  Library 
AsBooiction. 

Tha  Ptato  lAbr-ry  Txtension  CoEiiior.if  a  h»a  hald  three  ecotlni'^a.     ?h© 
firct  v.^.a  held  at  Hdena  on  K^  7,  19/,6  vhen  quo^^tlona  of  policy  relRtin^  to 
eervlco,  publicity,  vanati-ns  and  nlok  ieavo  vara  dlacuaaod.     The  second  woo 
held  at  UlUln,^  on  ^^eptcmber  IS,  19^6  for  the  purposa  of  freisSng  a  bodjet 
covering  tho  socord  blGianluxa  for  cor;2ideratlon  of  the  19^17  LoglslRtlve 
Aooerr.bly.    A  third  laooting  uwr  held  ct  llsaoulu  on  L©pt«tbor  19,  1947,  whan 
tho  Cc3=rJ.ssion  cnabora  had  their  first  opportunity  to  003  the  hRsdcuRrtera 
offioo.     Subjects  brnij-jht  up  for  disc\u:Glon  wr?ro  (1)  Ei^rna  of  obtaining 
pomanent  qunrtors  in  tho  Capitol  Building  at  Helfinn:  (2)  the  frsralng  of  tar- 
Icws;  (3)  haldirwf  of  three  cufirt«»rly  licotingf)  (ozitv.ng  tho  s-i.""r-or  ceotins), 
two  to  ba  held  at  heedouartsro  in  Cotobsr  and  lcbri«iy,  tho  third  in  Kny  in 
conjunction  with  the  Montana  St^to  J.ibmry  Association  cor.ferccsoj  (4)  the 
need  for  increasing  tha  otaff;  end  (5)  plana  for  re^onol  Ilbrnry  deaanatratlona* 

Oa  Jusa  30,  1947,  budget  balances  atood  aa  followat 

Selarioo  ^,8S0.75 

Pixrohaae  of  books,  porlodloals  ?i  binding            .33 

?.uppll«8  oc-o-.co 

Eq'oipnont  4^.60 

Travel  26.07 

The  lor^  balenoo  in  tha  salary  fund  was  dua  to  the  fact  that  the  staff  did 
not  bei^in  ^rk  until  Fob.  1946. 
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Toyard  that  end,  ft  bock  collection  of  6,91??  vcl\rae9  hao  been  acceobled  ot 
headquarters  and  procor.Bed  for  circulation,     CiroulAtii^n  of  baoks  la  quantity 
coiild  not  be<?in  until  Septcobor  19U^,  but  circ\ilation  fl-^uros  r'-'ftchod  32,3Zi 
by  Deceober  31,  19^7.     Only  ona  out  of  fifty-six  counties  in  Kcntiina  haa  not 
been  sorved  In  aom»  way  'o^  tho  Cr»Kd.33ioa,  oithor  thrcuijh  lofins  of  boka  t© 
eohoolo,  librririaa  and  indivldufilo,  *vhro.;gfa  field  vlaits  by  th«  Socrotnry,  or 
through  Jislp  acd  advice  ai'fen  by  x:\ll,     .'>oventy-nina  libr-:.rlo3  In  tho  sU.t^ 
hrtv»  bean  vlnltcd,  twenty- four  of  thura  Koro  than  once;  172  de^'S  havo  been 
apent  In  travel  cbout  the  3t'  te.     Fiva  rnw  county  libraries  have  boon  orgaatsasd 
with  tfco  help  and  dircotloa  of  th«  oocrotary, 

Tba  Co22J.BBlon  h/ia  coop'r^»ted  vlth  other  eduor;tion&l  nrof^rasra  In  the  state 
by  oupplyin*  booia  for  the  ^Montana  /-r-udy,  the  i^tate  University  rivieion  of 
rxtftnal'-^n  csii  /utlio  forvica,  £rd  tlif>  r.ti^te  CDi^.'oopondaijoe  .Sohool.     The 
Gccrotary  hno  ftttcn:ied  conf«rence3  of  the  Kontnna  i:t«to  Library  AssooiGticn, 
K.-mtana  Tduoi^tion  Aosooiation,  /irscriccn  Librnry  Acsoclatlcn,  Pcotfio  Korthweat 
Llbn^ry  ABsooi^tion,  County  Con;L.isBioncra  Aaaooiatlon  iind  Pural  Kduc-xtlf-n 
Conference,     She  has  vl8lt«d  tho  ot  te  CcEaElssicno  of  Klnnasotd,   ..'achln^ton, 
Noi'th  Dakota  and  >;ichij;an  to  obuorve  prooedureo  followed  In  those  aUtos. 

The  i.tRte  Idbrnry  Kxt^nttlon  Cot-Tdpcion  has  i3r»u*'d  t«ro  nubllcntlotjoj     a 

ri!u:crr,Hy  op  i^  ]:-:a::a  LTJiiAi^irc  .^:d  ijiiirrjArc  o.-a  a  cot-piir.uon  of  ubz  ri 

LV»T>  CF  r.r;KTA?;A,     '^he  ♦♦ditlpg  of  a  tiuart<'rly  bulletin  ent.^tlcd  i'ZT.ZjVnk 
LIDH-'RIES  h&a  bocn  undcrtal:on,  tlio  flrtit  isr.ue  l^ing  dntrd  October  19^7,     Thla 
replaces  a  bicnnthly  Ijulletln  formerly  published  by  tfao  I'.ontana  Otete  Library 

ASBOOi&tioO* 

Tha  rtato  lAbrf-ry  Fxtenslon  CoEsicr.ifn  has  hsld  threa  ccotlnjja.    The 
fii^t  vc.3  held  at  Helena  on  V^  7,  19/,6  vhen  c.ua:itlon3  of  policy  relRtinjj  to 
servico,  publicity,  vanatl-^na  and  .tUc'i  leave  voro  dlscuaaod.     The  0<»con5  waa 
held  at  Dillln,^  on  i^optcnbcr  1?,  19^6  for  the  purpose  of  frar-lnu  e  bud^ot 
covering  the  sccord  bieanlua  for  cor.sideration  of  the  19^17  Loslsletlve 
AoQe".bly,     A  third  racotins  w«g  held  ct  l.lssoulu  en  L'eptt^bor  19,  1947,  when 
the  Cccrd.eaion  ccstbora  hr^d  their  first  opportuTiity  to  ac^  the  headquarters 
office,     Subjects  bmu,-^ht  up  for  di:7c\u:clon  u^'to  (1)  &?r;na  of  obtaining; 
pomanent  quartors  In  the  Capitol  Bulldlnjj  at  HelfiKa:  (2)  the  frsiolns  of  hy^ 
lawa;   (3)  holdlnjj  of  three  curirt«rly  tcottnsa  (oj.itt^.ng  the  cn^r-or  ceotin^}, 
two  to  be  held  at  heedq-iar  t«ro  In  Cotob&r  and  Icbrinry,  the  third  In  Kay  in 
conjunction  with  the  Hontana  n-tato  J.ibrr.ry  Asooclntton  cor.fercccoj  (4)  the 
need  for  Increasing  the  otaff;  end  (5)  plana  for  re^onnl  librnry  desonotratlona* 

On  June  30,  19^7,  budget  balances  atood  aa  follovai 

Salarioo  $1,830.75 

?urahn,ie  of  biy)ka,  porlodlcala  h  bindir^  ,38 

?.u?nll«a  OC'%00 

Eq»iipnent  li*,60 

Travel  26,07 

The  lar^  balance  in  the  salary  fund  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  staff  did 
not  berin  work  until  Fob,  19^» 


The  budi^et  for  the  1947-19A9  bienniim  as  anprovcd  by  th*  19/7  Legislative 
Assembly,  totals  $25,5^6,08,  Kontana  has  a  population  of  559, A56  according 
to  the  194.0  census.  This  means  that  the  ConuT)ission  with  its  traveling  library 
and  advisory  and  supervisory  services  is  available  to  the  people  of  Montana 
at  a  cost  of  about  two  cents  per  person  per  year.  That  the  service  is 
appreciated  is  demonstrated  by  the  many  letters  from  grateful  readers,  students 
and  teachers  in  all  secticns  of  the  state. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Ell«n  Torgrimson,  Secretary 
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SECOiID  BIEK'TIAL  REPORV  TO  THi  ^TOVHRNOR 
January  1,  1950 

June  50,  1949,  marked  the  close  of  the  second  bienni^am  of  the 
State  Library  Extension  Cornr.ission*s  operation. 
Staff 

Secretary:   ^llen  Torgrimson 
Assistants:   r.irs.  P.  A,  Jahnke 

':rs,  Robert  Leinart 

Iviary  Helen  Holmes  ■ 
Part-time  clerical  workers: 

.Vrs.  Bruce  Brown 

I.'rs'.    Clayton  H  err  on 

i.!rs.    Kenneth  ■3err,ura 

Bonnie   Hamman 


July  1947  -  August  1948 
Sept.  1948  -  April  1949 
June  20  -  August  20,  1949 


1947  -  1943 
1943  -  1949 
1949 
1949 


S.L.R.G.  Board 


Kathleen  Campbell,  Montana  State  University  Library,  Chairman 
:.:rs.  7/.  T.  Perham,  Glendive  1945-1948   (declined  reappointment) 
-;:-::ar^aret  Tulmer,  Great  Falls  Public  Library,  Vice  chairman  1943-1949 
I.'rs.  R.  C.  Dillavou,  Billings   1945-1950 

LIrs.  D.  C.  Warren,  Glendive   1948-1051   (replaced  I.Irs.  Perham) 
•"--"■Elizabeth  Ireland,  State  Supt .  of  Public  Instruction   1945-1949 
-::-«-I.:ary  r.:.  Condon,  State  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction   1949- 
Ivieetinp;s 

At  the  request  of  the  secretary,  a  meeting  of  the  Board  was  called 
at  ."LSSDiila  on  Se-otember  19,  1947.   All  members  were  present  except 
Kiss  Ireland.   The  secretary  pointed  out  the  need  for  regi;lar  and  more 


i^ew  appointment  not  made  by  Governor 
Ex-ofCicio 


{  sta 


frequent  meetings  of  the  Board:  for  larger  headquarters,  nrefer-ibly 
at  Helena;  and  Tor  more  adequate  staff.   The  chairinan  was  instructed 
to  request  ST)ace  for  t;ie  Commission  at  the  Capitol.   A  corn'jittee  was 
appointed  to  frame  by-laws.   Development  of  statev/ide  library  service 
through  Regional  set-ups  was  disc\issed. 

On  February  15,  1049,  a  meeting  !v/ as  -leld  at  'illin^.c  v/lth  all  mem- 
bers present  except  ....iss  Ireland.   By-laws-::-  v;ere  adopted  at  this  meeting, 
and  a  olan  for.  a  Regional  Library  demonstration  in  the  soiitheastern 
part;  of  the  state'  v#as  discussed. 

In  I.;ay  1948,  Board  members  attended  the  annual  meeting;  of  the  .-on- 
tana  State  Library  Association  at  Libby.   An  official  board  r.  :.eting 
was  held  on  T.'ay  3rd.   All  members  except  i.vz,    Perhani  were  riresent. 
There  v;as  preliminary  discussion  of  the  1949-1951  budr,et.   A  -nolioy 
regardin!3  travel  by  members  to  other  than  Board  meetings  v;as  adoutcd. 
A  Library '  Planning  committee  for  .ontana  was  discu.ssed  v/ith  some 
nn-^s  suggested  for  presentation  to  th^:^  '.  5.  L.  '\.    nresident. 

At  the  next  meeting  in  3ill'.n-.s  on  October  4,  1948,  all  members 
except  I'-'dss  Ireland  v;ere  present.   A  tentative  bud";et  for  the  1949- 
1951  biennlum  was  nresentcd  and  discussed.   The  addition  of  a  pro- 
fessionally trained  assistant  librarian  and  a  full-time  clerical  to 
the  staff  v;as  anproved.   The  total  of  the  bud^^et  request  was 
v30,057.12.   The  nossibilities  of  increased  cooneration  between  t'lo 
S.L.S.C.  and  the  State  DeT)artment  of  Public  Instruction  were  dis- 
cussed. 

On  i.lay  4,  1949,  the  Board  met  in  Billings  with  all  mem.bcrs  pres- 
ent except  I.iiss  Campbell.   The  inadequacy  of  library  service  in  the 
state  v,ras  discussed,  with  uarticulc.r  reference  to  the  need  for  a  lib- 
rary survey  and  possibilities  of  seci^ring  outside  hnln   on  thr-    nrmVct. 
The  need  for  effective  nublicity  to  sell  the  S.L.''.G.  to  the  uublic. 
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frequent  meetings  of  the  3o?ird;  for  larc^er  headquarters,  nreferably 
at  Helena;  and  for  more  adequate  staff.   The  chairinan  was  instructed 
to  request  sr^ace  for  the  Commission  at  the  Oapitol.   A  cor;,',\ttoo  was 
appointed  to  frame  by-laws.   Development  of  statev/ide  library  service 
through  Regional  set-ups  v;as  disciissed. 

On  February  16,  1040,  -:,  ..:nctihg"twas  held  at  -""illin^s  v/ith  all  mem- 
bcrr,  present  oxce^')t  .,..iss  Ireland,   By-laws-"-  v;ere  adopted  at  this  .'leeting, 
and  a  plan  for,  a  Regional  Library  demonstration  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  .state  v/ i,  discussed. 

In  ;.;ay  1943,  Board  members  attended  the  annu?.l  mectin'^  of  the  ■  on- 
tana  State  Library  Association-  at  Libby.   ;\n  official  board  iveeting 
was  held  on  Xay  3rd.   All  members  excent  irs,  Perhara  were  nresent. 
There  v/as  preliminary  discussion  of  the  1949-1951  budget.   ".  --^olicy 
regarding  travel  by  members  to  other  than   Board  meetings  ?if as  adonted. 
A  Library '  Planning  cominittee  for  Montana  y/as  discussed  v/ith  some 
names  suggested  for  loresentaticn  to  the  ii.  S.  L.  -l .  nresident. 

At  the  ne:-:t  meeting  in  3ill\n-s  on  October  4,  1940,  all  mem.bers 
except  iMiss  Ireland  v;erc  present.   A  tentative  bud'rot  for  the  1949- 
1951  biennium  was  presented  and  discussed.   The  addition  of  a  pro- 
fessionally trained  assistant  librarian  and  a  full-time  clerical  to 
the  staff  v;as  aiiproved.   The  total  of  the  budget  reqi.iest  was 
v30,057.12.   The  nossibilities  of  increased  cooneration  between  t'lo 
C.L.I?.C.  and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  were  dis- 
cussed. 

On  r,;ay  4,  1949,  the  Board  met  in  Billings  with  all  members  nres- 
er.t  except  r.:iss  Campbell,   The  inadequacy  of  library  service  in  the 
state  was  discussed,  with  narticular  reference  to  the  need  for  a  lib- 
rary survey  and  possibilities  of  securing  outsi^^e  'lol  n  on  thr^    -nrojeet. 
The  need  for  effective  nublicity  to  sell  the  S.L.S.C  to  the  public. 
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and  the  lef:iGls.tijre  in  order  to  secure  a  more  adequate  bvid^et  was 
discussed. 

Statistical  Report 

Circvilation  61,255 

Interlibrary  loand       432   (July  1948-,Tune  1949) 

Book  collection  11,500  volimes 

Registered  borrov/ere      550   (Includes  schools,  libraries  '■•, 

individuals ) 

■Equipment  Purchased   1  Smith-Corona  tynewriter 

1  All  en-, Vales  adding  machine 

2  Steel  typewriter  tables 
2  Steel  typist  chairs 

6  Sections  do^:ble  wood  shelving 
1  Dischar^^in''  truck 

1  V.'ooden  book  truck 

2  Films 


Publication  of  a  quarterly,  LDNTAIJA  LIBRARIES,  was  begun  in  Oct- 
ober 1947.   Three  hundred  fifty  copies  are  printed.   The  mailing 
list  incl'-^des  all  librarians  in  the  state,  all  State  Library  agen- 
cies and  Library  Schools  in  the  TT ,  S.  and  Canada;  the  American  Lib- 
rary Association,  Library  of  Congress,  and  other  nersons  and  organi- 
zations interested  in  receiving  the  publication. 

Cost  of  the  Issues:   ¥ol .  1  Oct.  1947 

Jan.  1948 

Apr.  1948 

July  1948 

Vol.  2  Oct.  1948 
Jan.  1949 
ADr.  1949 
July  1949 


:^36 

.91 

49 

.84 

85 

.28 

49 

.66 

65 

.18 

81 

.48 

49 

.62 

50 

.21 

UP 


'  o; 


.08 

.31 

.29 
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.03 

■     3 

.37 
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.00 
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Gudr:et  for  biennli-'jn  ^alance 

'^  1^47-1948    1948-1949     June  30,  1949 

643-1  Salary  of  secretary  2,700.00  2,900.00 

2  Salary  of  assistants  1,310.00  1,070.00 

3  Purchase  of  books,  etc. 5, 300, 00  5,350.00 

4  Supplies  1,140.00  1,140.00 

5  Fuj-niture   •'-•,   equipment  750.00  750.00 

6  Travel  800.00  800.00 

7  P.E.R.S.  216.08  55.90-«- 

Travel 

Conferences  attended: 

July  1947    San  Francisco:   Library  "^tension  Instit'^tc 

-   \  j'Vmerican  Library  Association 

Sept.  1947   Seattle:   Pacific  Northwest  Library  Association 

Jan.  1948    Chicago:   American  Library  Association 

L.'ay  1948    Libby:   wontana  State  Library  Association 

June   1948        Hew  Brunsv/ick,    TI.J,:      Library   L^f^islation   Institute 

Atlantic  City,  IT. J.;   American  Library  Association 

Sept.  1948  Glacier  Park:   Pacific  j-'orthwest  Library  Assoc. 

i'-.arch  1949   Billinp;s:   Forthern  Great  Plains  Library  Planning 

Conference 

l.'ay  1949    Billin>^s:   Montana  State  Library  Association 

Great  Falls:   Fontana  Institute  of  the  Arts 

During   the    summer   of   1947   the    secretary  visited  State  Library 
ardencies    in  i~«orth  Dakota,    i.iinnesota,    Kichir;;an    and   .Vashini^ton   to 
■■•observe  methods    and  procedures    in  these  v;cll    established  a,^encies. 

One  hundred   tv/enty-three   work   days   were    spent    traveling"  v/ithxn   the 
."     state.      Sixty-three    uublic   libraries,    32  high    school    libraries,    ei^ht 

•};-  Emergency   appropriation  by  1949   legislature 
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colle<3e  libraries,  three  institutional  libraries  and  tv/o  special 
libraries  have  been  visited. 

Six  hiqh  school  libraries  have  aslred  for  and  received  material 
help  in  reorr^anizin.i];  and  imnrovins  their  libraries.   Throiinhout 
the  state  library  facilities,  i^  oil  but  the  Class  A  hi,|~h  rn'^ools, 
are  totally  inadequate  .■  Th.e  .  collections  are  pitifi.illy -small  with 
nany  of  the  books  in  the  last  stan;es  of  disintenratlon.   The  teacher 
in  charge  usually  has  had  no  special  traiziinr:  for  the  v;orl',  is 
carryin'^  a  full  teaching  load,  and  has  neither  the  time  nor  energy 
to  devote  to  organizing  and  operating  the  library  as  it  sl^ould  be 
done,   -"sually  the  room  is  too  small,  poorly  li"-hted  and  generally 
unattractive.   Even  v;hen  plans  are  being  dravm  for  nev;  school  build- 
ings the  library  receives  scant  attention,   "o  thought  is  given  to 
standards  for  adequate  seating  cauacity,  shelving  facilities,  work- 
rooms and  proper  f'xrnishings . 

The  pictiire  in  the  public  library  field  is  equally  grim.   Lov; 
valuations  in  many  counties  and  cities  yield  small  tax  revenues 
for  support  of  libr-^ries.   The  income  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  the 
salary  of  a  full-time  librarian,  least  of  all  a  professionally 
trained  person.   The  library  promoters  are  fortunate  if  they  can 
find  a  small  unoccTipied  building  or  room  where  the  rent  is  low, 
install  some  crude  shelving  and  odds  and  ends  of  furniture,  and 
urovide  some  means  of  heating  and  liglfeng.   That  the  library 
exists  at  all  is  due  to  the  determination  and  sacrifice  of  a  few 
public  spirited  v/omen  v/ho  realize  what  an  asset  to  a  town  a  library 
can  be.   Too  often  the  local  officials  are  unsympathetic  and  un- 
cooperative. - 

The  S.L.E.C.  is  attemrtting  the  collossal  task  of  supplying  books 
to  supplement  such  inadequate  boo!-:  collections  in  I^iontana's  libraries 
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and  schools.  Visits  froin  the  secretary  brin^^  the  v;orkers  enconr- 
agement,  lielp  v.lth  their  local  problenis,  and  a  fcelinf;  that  their 
efforts  are  v;orth-v;hile . 

The  S.L.E.C.  ofTice  acts  as  a  medli.xm  ['oi'  interlibrary  loans, 
which  brin.f^  to  tho  isolated  reader  the  very  book  he  has  been  v/ant- 
in^  or  needing.   Libraries  also  take  advantao;e  of  this  service  and 
repeatedly  express  their  ar)preGiation. 

Soine  help  has  been  'jiven  in  fillin-  positions  in  the  state,  both 
in  school  and  public  libraries.   This  placement  service  will  be 
expanded  as  time  goes  on. 

The  policy  of  the  S.L.I^.C.  is  to  make  every  penny  of  its  small 
budr;et  cormt  and  to  fjivo  as  pronint  and  efficient  service  as  possible. 
Tlie  interest,  loyalty  and  cooperation  of  the  S.L.3.C,  staff  from 
the  ber^innin.p;,  despite  the  handicaps  of  crowded  and  inconvenient 
working  conditions,  has  been  an  inspiration  to  the  secretary  In 
directin<3   the  work. 

The  need  for  more  space  for  S.L.S.C.  headquarters  is  most  urgent, 
and  it  is  hoped  tliat  some  way  may  be  found  to  solve  this  nroblem 
before  the  end  of  the  next  biennium. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


i£^^^  /* 


Ellen  Torgrimson 
Secretary 
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MONTANA 
STATI-:  LIBRARY  KXTIiNSION  C0M^\ISS10N 

MONTANA    STATE   UNIVERSITY   LIBRARY 


MISSOULA.  MONTANA 
OFFICE   OF  THE   SECRETARY 


1951  -  1953  ElEn;lAL  RSFORT  TO  HE  GO'/S?a:OR 

The  Stato  Litrsry  Extension  CoEmlssion  vas  crootod  by  the  Stato  Legis- 
lature in  1929*  tut  not  until  194.5  vas  any  nonoy  appropriated  so  thet  it 
could  function.  Its  first  blonnial  budget  provided  C20,0C0,  vhich  hca 
Binco  boon  incroaeed  to  a  little  over  03C»CCO  -  a  irxxieot  sura  indeed  vhen 
one  conalders  the  big  Job  tho  Library  Corxdsoion  is  expected  to  do.  Sta- 
tistics show  that  out  of  l'!ontar.a's  popiilation  of  591,024.  persons,  twenty 
per  cent  have  no  library  service  ori  tho  local  level,  and  another  thirty- 
six  per  cent  have  sub-standard  or  pnrt-tlr.o  service.  To  supply  library 
eorvico  to  this  sef^^.ent  of  tho  population  is  the  responsibility  of  tho 
Library  Conrdssion,  yet  its  budget  compares  unfavorably  vith  those  of 
tho  larger  cities  in  the  stotei 

City  Foru!l  ntion  Anraial  Incorna 

Groat  Falls  39, 2U  076,914. 

rulings  31,724.  58,412 

Eutto  33,251  27,C37 

iiissoula  22,.CS5  2S,141 

Helena  17,5S1  18,333 

Bozoran  11,325  16,250 

Kalispell  9,737  15,797 

According  to  statistics  available  for  the  1952-1953  fiscal  year,  expendi- 
txuros  for  yublic  library  service  in  Montana  totalled  Cit79,^95,  or  T.Sl  per 
capita.  This  is  far  belov  tho  Ancrican  library  Association's  standard  of 
Cl.50  per  capita  for  minimum  or  llmitod  service,  C2.00  per  capita  for 
reasonably  good  service,  end  C3»C0  per  capita  for  er.pcrior  solace. 

From  tho  beginning,  the  Jtcte  Library  Extension  CosKission's  chief  con- 
cern has  boon  to  build  up  a  collection  of  books  to  circulate  throucrout  the 
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etatc,  ouppler.crtin^  tho  litrrry  rcaourccD  of  schools  nnd  public  liVrarlcs 
^      ard  brinclrc  direct  cer-.dce  to  irdividuflc  In  thoso  nrcnr  vhoro  va  locsl 
library  eorvice  is  available.  Our  policy  ban  Icon  to  fill  tho  tool;  ncods 
of  Kontcna  citiccr^  to  the  test  of  our  clility  and  resources  cs  opeodily  as 
possible;  but  vdth  o\ir  srall  otrff  it  becorcs  ircreaslrcly  difficult  to  maln- 
taln  ovir  record  of  ;  rompt  corvlcc.  Althouc;h  tho  Conaisclor.  hns  had  insuffi- 
cient funds  to  c^rry  on  an  cffcctlvo  publicity  profTra-n,  demcndg  for  its 
cervices  show  a  steady  Increocc  each  year,  and  patrons  03q-ross  their 
apprccistior  in  enthusiastic  tcinr.s,  Each  book  sent  out  is  ce'cctcd  to 
fit  tho  individual  rood  of  tho  borro^vrer. 

Books  Qz^  shipped  by  r.ail  in  packages  of  oro  to  fifty  books,  with  no 
llrd.cation  as  to  nuiribcr.  Loans  to  schools  ar.d  libraries  are  rado  for 
three  r.onths,  to  individuals  for  one  month,  vdth  no  cost  to  tho  borrovier 
except  return  post^^G,  It  is  difficult  lo  present  a  true  picture  of  tho 
ComdESion'o  book  circulation.  Althouch  schools  and  libraries  arc  on- 
courajj'sd  to  rocord  circulation  on  tho  book  cards,  only  a  feu  do  so.  Eased 
on  thfj  number  of  books  sent  out  fi:ota  heod'niartcre,  jlus  the  records  kept 
by  a  small  proportion  of  boxxov.-ors ,  circulation  ficures  for  tho  1951-1953 
tien.\Tiuni  total  81,cC'7.  ncncvals  are  not  included  in  these  circulation 
records.  Tlio  special  postal  rates  for  phlpr.<;nt  of  books  to  and  fi-on  lib- 
rarios  makejp  "Eooks  by  Mail"  service  very  reasonable.  Iho  Coianiesion  hopes 
that  the  re/vieion  of  postal  rates  now  under  consideration  in  CongreBB  will  not 
aJ-'foct  thci  book  rate. 

TlieStato  Library  Extonsion  Cortnission  is  grateful  to  >'ontana  State 
Unlvorsit.y  for  providing  free  office  space  in  tho  library  building.  It  is 
indebted  to  tho  llontana  State  University  library,  tho  I'dssoula  Fullic  lib- 
V      vn-irjt   end  other  librnrieo  in  tho  state  and  in  the  IJorthwest  for  gon^rous 
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Interllbrsry  loan  privilocoSi  i.'hlch  have  msdo  It  pooclblo  to  cujrply  alroct 
every  took  roqucctod  ty  Itontr.r.a  cltizons.     Five  hundred  intorlitrary  loans 
vroro  rocotlatoi  durir-s  the  1952-1953  flccol  ycoT.     Our  thcrfcs  nlso  to  the 
Ebctonolon  Corvlco  ard  other  staff  i.-.o'-boro  nt  Ilontana  Stcto  Collcr;-^  for  tl.oir 
coororction  In  jrror.otirg  the  Rurrl  Roadlnrj  Proton  which  vaD  Inaujiiroted  in 
October  1952,     The  oxcollcnt  anrotated  bool:2icts  ard  the  "Lot'e  Ioo3:  At" 
column  in  tho  KCuTAKA  FAKffiR-GTOCK  .7ill  are  iriva3uabl9  publicity. 

During  tho  bier.niun,  tho  Eocrctriry  visited  libraries  in  Vircinic  City, 
Sulo,  Darby,  Stovenevillo,  Butte,  \;icdom,  Bozer^n,  I>aurel,  Colunbus,  Circle, 
Forcyth,  Glondive,  Terry,  Tillirgs,  Hardir^  Ealiopoll,  Vhit  fish.  Great  Falls, 
Havre,  Cninook,  Fort  Eonton,  Cl-jostorj  attended  I'ontana  State  Ilbrcry  Association 
Eootinss  in  Tidney  (1952  and  Ilicsoula  (1953);  Pacific  i:orthv.'eEt  litrnry 
Association  conferences  in  Victoria,  F.C.   (1952)  and  Sun  Vnlloy,  Idaho  (1953); 
American  Library  /^sociction  conferences  in  Nov  York  (1952)  and  Los  Ar-solos 
(1953) I  the  V.orkohop  Tour  of  Largor  Units  of  Lihrnrj'  Service  in  Upper  I'ev 
York  State;  the  1953  lione  Demons tration  Council  rnd  CcuntvSxtonsion  Coriforence 
in  Eozcinan;  tho  Stcto  Reading  Council  in  Ilelcra  (1951).     Five  moetirrs  of  the 
State  Librcry  Zxtension  Comr.ission  wore  held  dirrinj^  tho  1951-1953  bi&nriun, 
on©  in  conjunction  vith  tho  annual  meeting  of  the  etr.to  Litrery  Association 
in  l^issoula. 

SuTTiary  of  Travel  Expend  itvrcs 
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Tro  nsr  or ta tion 

Subsietenco 

Total 

Ellen  Torcrincon 

0    361.3S 

5    U7.91 

0  809.19 

Kathleen  Cerpbell 

1U.A(> 

113.^7 

227.53 

I'tirrarot  Fulncr 

4,6.10 

llrs.  Leo  C.  Grrybill 

4C.77 

I'tb.  John  E.  Fraser 

82.3S 

I'a-s.  Isacol  Cat  tier 

52.35 

Finaroirl  Rorort  1951- 

-i??3 

1951-1952 

1952-1953 

Ealanco 

643-1  Salary  of  Socrotcry 

S  3j^/;C.92 

S  3,^99.92 

$         .16 

2  Salrry  of  /ssiBtcnts 

4,5Lt.l5 

it,SU.62 

271.23 

3  Doo]co 

3,9S3.51 

4,016,17 

.42 
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6^3-4.  Clerical  vorkore  C  /*yA.76  0  5C1.50  C   3.c'4 

6  Travel  61/^,37  533.05  3^.5S 

7  P.E.R.S.  26.;,25  2^9.37  ^^2.50 

8  Furniture  £  Enuirnont  5C0. CO  O.CO 

9  Offico  suprlics  £.  mrpcnso  ^SO,25  705,00  .35 

It  vcs  r.cccccary  to  tck  cho  1953  Lo^iclcturc  for  cupjlenontol  upprc^ria- 
tionst  0132.12  to  cover  F.E.R.S.  paymer.tc;  ^2.91  for  en  Irdustrial  Accident 
Toard  for  tho  previous  yenr  which  hcd  boon  sulmittcd  latcj  i^l95»6C  for  Offico 
Supplies  ard  Exporeo.  A  ret  telmxo  of  ,'330.55  vns  turned  bnck  to  cho  General 
Fund,  This  is  r.o  Indication  thrt  tho  apr3:"CF~i^tion  vas  larger  then  necessary. 
The  bcilcncQ  In  tho  salaries  fund  vas  duo  to  the  fact  that  oro  staff  nenber  could 
vork  only  half  tino.  The  talrcco  in  the  travel  vos  due  to  the  fact  that 
pressure  of  vork  at  hcodquartcrs  rmde  it  irupocsible  for  the  Secrotcry  to 
carry  on  the  custor.viry  field  vork,  jointinj  up  the  need  for  a  Field  Assistant, 

The  Ctato  Library  Extension  Conrrlecion  is  cor:posed  of  throe  re:abQr3 
appointed  by  the  Governor  for  throo  year  terns,  the  State  Superintendent 
of  iublic  Instruction,  and  the  LiVrcirian  of  i'cntcna  State  Univorsity,  v;ho 
is  designated  cs  chairman.  Appointive  r.onibors  of  the  Coimission  are:  l\rs. 
leo  C.  Graybill,  Great  Fells;  Hrs.  R.  I.  Evlrg,  Glessovj  I'xs,  J,  E,  I'cst, 
Eozeran,  Kathleen  Crr.pboll,  chairnnn,  and  Mary  M,  Condon  are  the  cx-officio 
xaombers.  Fomer  Corrr.ission  mentbors  have  included :  I-'rs.  Korean  Ackley,  tho 
late  Mrs.  V/,  T.  Ferha-n,  I'xs,  H,  C.  Dillavou,  Karcerot  Fulraer,  Vxc.   D,  C, 
V.arren,  Krs.  Fetor  Sattler,  prd  i'-rc.  John  E,  Fraser, 

The  headquarters  staff  consists  of  Ellon  Torcrimson,  Secrotaryj  Isabel 
C-opian  and  li-s,  Florena  I.  Vir^l  (Half  tire),  Assistants;  and  sovorel  part- 
time  clerical  workers. 

Kccpectfully  subniltted, 

Ellen  Torrn-irj-on,  Socrotory 
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THE  1953-1955  BISMIM.  REPORT  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MOOTMA 

It  is  vith  pleasure  that  I  submit  this  fifth  Biennial  RgPort  of  the  State 
Library  Extension  Commission  to  the  Governor  of  Montana,  the  Honorable  J. 
Hugo  Aronson. 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  its  operation,  the  Library  Commission's 
book  collection  has  grown  to  2l|,373  volimes,  its  assets  to  $50,000.  It  has 
served  an  indeterminate  number  of  Montana  citizens  with  books,  other  printed 
materials,  and  information;  it  has  supplied  consultant  service  and  assistance 
in  professional  techniques  to  school  and  public  libraries;  it  has  cooperated 
vith  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  supplying  books  for  students;  it  has 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  State  Correspondence  School  and  other  state  insti- 
tutions; it  has  furnished  book  exhibits  for  organizations,  schools  workshops 
and  conventions;  it  has  worked  closely  with  the  State  Library  Association  in 
planning  for  the  extension  of  good  library  service  to  all  sections  of  the  state; 
it  has  published  a  quarterly  biilletin,  MOOTAIIA  LIBRARIES,  for  distribution  to 
Montana  librarians.  Library  Schools,  State  Library  Agencies  and  others  who  are 
interested  in  receiving  it;  it  has  assembled  public  library  statistics  and 
served  as  a  clearing  house  for  information  regarding  library  service  in  Montana. 

In  Montana  only  27  counties  have  established  county  libraries,  and  many  of 
these  cannot  support  adequate  library  service  beaause  of  their  low  taxable 
valuations.  One  county  has  no  public  library  within  its  borders;  in  other 
counties  the  rural  population  does  not  have  access  to -public  library  service. 
These  are  the  areas  which  the  Library  Commission  primarily  is  designed  to 
serve.  Each  year  more  and  more  people  become  aware  of  the  services  offered  by 
the  Commission  and  take  advantage  of  them.  That  the  service  is  appreciated 
is  evidenced  almost  daily  by  the  grateful  letters  which  come  in  from  patrons 
all  over  the  state.  Their  appreciation  was  graphically  demonstrated  during 


the  1955  Legislative  Assembly.  Appealed  to  for  help  in  sectiring  an  increased 
appropriation,  library  friends  and  patrons  throughout  the  state  responded  with 
a  flood  of  letters  to  Legislators  telling  of  the  pleasure  and  benefits  derived 
from  the  books  sent  out  from  the  Commission  library.  As  a  result  of  their 
help,  the  Library  Commission  was  granted  a  sufficient  increase  in  its  budget 
to  permit  employment  of  a  Library  Consultant.  In  June,  the  Library  Commis- 
sion selected  Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Chadwick,  librarian  of  the  Taft  Branch  of 
Kern  County  Library  in  California,  to  fill  this  position. 

Pressure  of  work  at  headquarters  during  the  biennium  forced  almost  com- 
plete curtailment  of  state  travel  by  the  Secretary.  This  was  not  a  good 
situation,  because  personal  visits  to  libraries  are  a  very  important  part 
of  library  extension  work.  The  Library  Consultant  will  now  assum.e  this  phase 
of  the  work  and  will  also  handle  publicity  and  public  realtions,  conduct 
workshops  and  institutes,  and  work  toward  library  cooperation  and  integration 
on  a  statewide  basis. 

The  staff  of  the  Library  Commission  has  always  aimed  at  promptness  in  get- 
ting materials  sent  out,  but  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain 
this  standard  with  its  small  n'jmber  of  workers.  At  certain  peak:  periods,  in 
September  and  January  when  school  requests  flood  in,  and  again  in  December  and 
June  when  school  collections  are  returned,  the  system  completely  bogs  down. 
Headquarters  are  crowded  with  boxes  of  books  waiting  to  be  checked  in  and 
shelved  -  or  temporarily  put  away  in  boxes  again  because  there  is  no  more 
room  on  the  shelves. 

During  the  1953-195^  fiscal  year,  thetibrary  Commission  shipped  29,393 
books;  during /year  ended  June  30*  1955^  it  shipped  32,814  books.  It  is  im- 
possible to  estimate  how  many  people  have  enjoyed  these  books,  because  lib- 
raries and  schools  are  permitted  to  circulate  the  collections  for  three 
months  or  longer,  and  books  loaned  to  individuals  may  be  read  by  other  mem- 
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ers  of  the  family  or  passed  on  to  friends  before  being  returned.  Pecorded 
Irculation  for  the  biennium: 

Juvenile 
Adult 

Grand  Total 
Interlibrary  Loan 
Riiral  Reading  Program 
In  May  195*+,  a  Gaylord  Charging  Machine  vas  installed,  -which  quickly  proved 
ts  value  In  time  saving  and  in  accuracy.  Other  new  equipment  included  a 
our -section  unit  of  wood  shelving,  a  type^^nriter  with  special  platen  for  typing 
ards,  and  a  large  work  table. 
Expenditures  for  the  biennium: 

Salaries  $18,593.52 

Books  7,996.77 

Travel  1,36U.93 

Furniture  and  Equipment  716. 66 

Office  Supplies  and  Operation     2,151.83 
P.E.R.S.  Contribution  hlG.?! 

31,299.98 
Balance  97-97 

'he  appropriation  made  for  the  State  library  Extension  CoTmission  by  the 
953  Legislative  Assembly  was  $31,352.00.  Because  the  amount  provided  for 
he  P.E.R.S.  contribution  was  not  sufficient  to  cover  necessary  pajTuents, 
supplemental  appropriation  of  •t'+5.95  vas  granted  by  the  1955  Assembly. 
During  the  biennium,  Montana  was  fortunate  to  have  three  distinguished 
ersons  in  the  library  profession  visit  the  State.  Miss  S.  Janice  Kee, 
xecutivc  Secretary,  Public  Libraries  Division,  American  Library  Association, 
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spent  several  days  in  central  Montana  in  September  19153*  a<^^J^es sing  meet- 
ings in  Havre  and  Great  Falls  and  conferring  Tri.th  a  representative  group  of 
Montana  librarians.  Miss  Kee  visited  Montana  again  in  May  195^,  attending 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Montana  Library  Association  in  Helena.  David 
Clift,  Executive  Secretary,  American  Library  Association,  addressed  the  1955 
meeting  of  the  Library  Association  in  Miles  City  in  May.  Mrs.  Gretchen  Knief 
Schenk  also  attended  this  meeting  and  participated  in  panel  discussions  on 
the  subject  of  cooperation  betvrecn  libraries  and  coordination  of  services. 
Mrs.  Schenk,  the  author  of  an  authoritative  book  on  COUMT  AJTO  REGIONAL 
LIBRARY  DEVELOPf-EOT,  has  had  wide  experience  in  library  extension  work. 
Conferences  attended  by  the  Secretary  were: 

Sept.  1953    Pacific  Northwest  Library  Association,  Sun  Valley. 

May  195^     Montana  Library  Association,  Helena. 

May  1955     Montana  Library  Association,  Miles  City. 

June  195^+     American  Library  Association,  Minneapolis. 

June  195'+    National  Association  of  State  Libraries,  Minneapolis. 

May  195*+     Northwest  Historical  Conference,  Helena. 

May  195^      State  Reading  Conference,  Helena. 

May  1955      State  Reading  Conference,  Helena. 

October  195'^-  American  Association  of  University  Women  -  Workshop, 
Helena. 

June  1955    Home  Demonstration  Council,  Bozeman. 
Montana  libraries  visited  by  the  Secretary  Included  those  in  Helena,  Bozeman, 
Billings,  Laurel,  Miles  City,  Hardin,  Forsyth,  Glendlve,  Sidney,  Great  Falls, 
Fort  Benton,  Shelby,  Missoula,  Darby,  Poison,  Ronan  and  St.  Ignatius. 

The  Chairman  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  American  Library  Assoc- 
iation in  Minneapolis  in  June  195^+*  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Montana  Library 
Association  in  May  195^  ^^^^  ^^y  1955,  the  meeting  with  Miss  Kee  in  Great  '^alls 
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in  September  1953^  a  meeting  of  the  VThitefish  Library  Association  in  March  D955, 
and  made  trips  to  Helena  and  Bozeraan  on  Commission  business. 

Meetings  of  the  State  Library  Extension  Commission  vere  held  on  ?-farch  1, 
May  2,  Sept.  2k,  and  Dec.  13,  195'+^ in  Helena;  on  May  8,  1955^  in  Miles  City, 
and  on  May  1?  and  Jime  23,  1955,  in  Helena. 

Members  of  the  State  Library  Extension  Commission  were:  Kathleen  Campbell, 
Chairman,  and  Mary  M.  Condon,  ex  officio;  I'Irs.  J.  B.  Mast,  Bozeraan;  I'Irs.  R.  L. 
Ewing,  Glasgow;  Mrs.  Leo  C.  Graybill,  Great  Falls.  Mrs.  Grayblll's  term  ex- 
pired in  May  1955*  Mrs.  Frank  Fulton,  Plevna,  was  appointed  by  the  Governor 
to  succeed  her. 

The  headquarters  staff  were:  Ellen  Torgrimson,  Secretary;  firs.  Florena  I. 
Vinal,  Assistant  (half  time);  Isabel  Gopian,  Assistant.  Part-time  student 
help  was  employed  to  perform  stenographic  and  clerical  duties. 

The  State  Library  Extension  Commission  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation 
to  Montana  State  University  for  providing  office  space  and  utilities,  to  the 
Montana  State  University  Library  and  the  Missoula  Public  Library  for  generous 
interlibrary  loan  privileges,  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  Bibliographic 
Center  for  its  invaluable  assistance,  to  Montana  State  College  Library  and 
Extension  Service  for  assistance  in  publicity  and  the  Rural  Reading  Program, 
to  the  Montana  Library  Association  for  its  wholehearted  cooperation,  and  to 
the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  Montana  for  their  fine  support  and  encouragement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

j^t.i^'-^    /  f^i-<^i'  ■j-'J't^?-*— y-c——.^^ 

Ellen  Torgri/wson 

Secretary 
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MONTANA    STATE   UNIVERSITY    LIBRARY 
■^  MISSOULA,  MONTANA 


MONTANA 
STATE  LIBRARY  |-XTENSIO\  fOMMISSION 


OFFICE  OF  THE   SECRETARY  AUgUSt     15»      1956 

E        E        P         0        R        T 

July  IQ55  -  Jin-.e  1^56 


The  year  ended  June  30,  1956  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  history  of  the  State 
Library  Commission.  At  long  last  there  was  a  budget  large  enough  to  permit  employment 
of  a  Library  Consultant,  For  this  post  the  Commission  was  fortunate  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Chadwick  who  .joined  the  staff  August  8th,  Coming  to  Montana 
from  Korn  County,  California,  with  a  background  of  experience  :in  oxtenrion  librriry  ser- 
vice and  public  relations,  she  quickly  adapted  herself  to  the  new  position.  Although 
supervision  of  the  headquarters  office  restricted  her  activities  to  some  extent,  she 
was  able  to  do  considerable  traveling,  meeting  with  the  librarians  and  getting  acquaint- 
ed vith  donditions  of  the  state.   She  concentrated  her  field  work  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state  and  emphasized  the  need  for  cooperation  airiong  libraries  in  the  region,  in 
-  order  to  make  their  work  more  effective  and  satisfying.  In  all  her  contacts  she  was 
paving  the  way  for  implementation  of  the  Library  Services  Act,  which  was  passed  by  Con- 
gress and  signed  by  the  President  on  June  19« 

Tn  September  the  Secretary  left  Missoula  to  enroll  in  the  University  of  Illinois 
Library  School  to  work  on  a  Master's  decree.  She  spent  a  busy  and  stimulating  nine 
months,  completing  her  course  and  receiving  her  degree  on  June  16.  Thie  courses  she 
took,  al]  on  the  graduate  level,  included  Cataloging,  Bibliography  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, Bibliography  of  Literature  and  the  Humanities,  Administration,  Larger  Units  of 
Library  Service,  Rural  Sociology,  Communications^and  Adult  Education, 

In  December  came  the  big  move  -  from  the  University  Library,  whose  hospitality  the 
Commission  had  enjoyed  for  ten  years,  to  somewhat  less  satisfactory  quarters  in  a  V/orld 
War  I  temporary  building.  Mrs.  Chadwick  directed  the  operation  and  reports  that  the 
staff  was  most  cooperative  and  loyal.  She  deserves  special  commendation  for  a  difficult 
job  well  done. 
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Then  vas  born  the  drean  of  permanent  quarters  in  Helena,  with  plans  drawn  up  for 
on  addition  to  the  Veterans  and  Pioneers  Memorial  Building,  Since  the  Legislature  may- 
authorize  expenditure  of  funds  from  the  Ca^iitol  land  Grant  Fund  for  the  purpose,  it 
seems  hopeful  that  the  dream  may  become  a  reality.  There  will  be  definite  advantages 
in  locating  the  Commission  at  the  Capitol.  Helena  is  more  centrally  located,  business 
procedures  will  be  expedited,  and  the  Commission  will  become  better  known  throughout 
the  state. 
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FERl-LUJEOT  STAFF 

Ellen  Torgrimson,  Secretary 
Catherine  S.  Chadwick,  Library  Consultant 
Florena  I,  Vinal,  Headquarters  Librarian 
Fay  l-^cFherson,  Stenographer 


P.'^spectfully  submitted, 

tX-^s^- — -  /  t--^ — t't-^^-Tf^i- 

E]len  Torgrim^n, 

Secretary 
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THE  REPORT 


of  the 


STATE  IIBRAEY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 


July  1,  1955  to  June  30,  1957 


STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 


Ex  Officio  Members 

Kathleen  Campbell,  Chairman 
Harriet  Miller 

Appointive  Members 

Dr.  Amos  R,  Little,  Helena 
Mrs.  R.  L,  Evring,  Glasgow 
Mrs.  J.  B,  Mast,  Bozeman 


Librarian,  Montana  State  University- 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

Term  expires  May  22,  1958 
May  22,  1959 
May  22,  I960 


FORMER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION 


Mrs,  Norman  Ackley,  Lewistown 
Mrs.  Wallace  Perham,  Glendive 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Dillavou,  Billings 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ireland,  Helena 
Miss  Margaret  Fulmer,  Great  Falls 
Mrs.  D,  C.  Warren,  Glendive 
Mrs.  John  B.  Fraser,  Billings 
Mrs.  Peter  Sattler,  Glendive 
Mrs.  Leo  C,  Graybill,  Great  Falls 
Miss  Mary  M.  Condon,  Helena 
Mrs.  Frank  Fulton,  Plevna 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMTTAL 


Missoula,  Montauia 
June  30,  1957 

The  Honorable  J»  Hugo  Aronson 
Governor  of  Montana 
Helena,  Montana 

Sir: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Sections  44-129,  Laws  of 
Montana,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  report  of  the  State  Library- 
Extension  Commission  for  the  period  beginning  July  1,  1955,  aJid.  ending 
June  30,  1957. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


E£€.c^>^       / 


Ellen  Torgrimson 
Secretary 


STAFF 
STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 


Ellen  Torgrimson,   Secretary- 
Mrs.  Catherine  S,  Chadvdck,     Director  of  Library  Service   (resigned  April  1,   1957) 
Mrs.  Ruth  0.  Longvrorth,  Library  Consultant  (appointed  June  10,  1957) 
Mrs.  Florena  I.  Vinal,  Circulation  Librarian 
Fay  McPherson,  Secretary-Bookkeeper 


STAFF 
STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 


Ellen  Torgrimson,  Secretary- 
Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Chadvdck,     Director  of  Library  Service   (i^signed  April  1,   1957) 
Mrs.  Ruth  0.  Longworth,  Library  Consultant  (appointed  June  10,  1957) 
Mrs.  Florena  I,  Vinal,  Circulation  Librarian 
Fay  McPherson,   Secretary-Bookkeeper 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 

The  State  Library  Extension  Commission  is  charged  by  law  "to  give 
assistance  and  advice  to  all  libraries  in  the  state  and  to  communities 
in  the  state  which  may  purpose  to  establish  libraries,  as  to  the  best 
means  of  establisning  and  administeidng  such  libraries,  or  improving 
established  libraries,  and  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  traveling 
libraides." 

The  Commission's  objectives  in  the  performance  of  these  duties  are 
to  provide  consultant  service  to  libraries  in  the  state  which  require 
aasistance  and  advice  in  administration  and  library  techniques,  to  pro- 
vide reliable  bibliographic,  reference  and  interlibrary  loan  services 
to  supplement  local  library  services,  and  to  give  direct  library  service 
to  areas  where  there  are  no  local  library  facilities.  It  seeks  to  stimu- 
late development  of  library  services  throughout  the  state  in  such  a  manner 
that  every  resident  will  have  ready  access  to  books  and  other  library 
materials  for  informational  and  recreational  purposes. 

During  the  biermium  under  review  the  Commission  has  been  especially 
active  in  the  field  of  publicity  and  public  relations  in  an  effort  to 
create  greater  public  awareness  of  the  importance  of  public  library  ser- 
vice in  the  cultural,  educational  and  economic  life  of  the  state.  The 
use  of  communications  media  has  been  increased  with  a  definite  program 
of  radio  and  newspaper  publicity  and  news  releases  to  organizations  and 
periodicals.  New  Friends  of  the  Library  groups  have  been  organized  in 
many  communities  and  the  groundwork  laid  for  a  statewide  organization. 
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HOLDINGS  AND  ACQUISITIONS 

The  State  Library  Extension  Conunission  accessioned  and  catalogued 
3,380  volumes  during  the  biennium,  bringing  its  total  catalogued  holdings 
to  27,753  on  June  30,  1957.  Of  the  volumes  added  2,681  were  acquired  by 
purchase  and  699  by  gift. 

Most  of  the  gifts  received  from  local  libraries  were  seldom-used  titles 
or  duplicates.  Some  excellent  books  were  received  from  Montana  State  College, 
Montana  School  of  Mines,  and  Montana  State  University,  Mrs,  Marian  Place, 
who  has  a  book  review  page  in  MONTANA:  THE  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY, 
donated  review  copies  of  children's  books. 

Since  the  Commission  extends  supplementary  libra  7  seirvice  to  schools 
and  libraries  and  direct  seirvice  to  individuals  who  do  not  have  access  to 
local  libraries,  it  is  necessary  to  develop  the  book  collection  both  in  the 
fields  of  adult  and  juvenile  fiction  and  non- fiction.  Special  emphasis  has 
been  placed  on  purchase  of  books  vrtiich  should  be  available  in  the  state,  but 
for  which  there  is  limited  demand  in  local  libraries. 

The  Commission  continued  to  participate  in  the  Children's  Book  Council's 
program  of  Traveling  Exhibits  of  Children's  Books,  Pre-publication  copies  of 
710  children' s  books  were  received  from  42  publishers  during  the  past  year  and 
set  up  in  exhibits  of  100  or  more  books.  Exhibits  were  loaned  to  libraries, 
schools,  organizations,  and  were  used  by  the  various  units  of  the  University 
of  Montana  in  library  and  children's  literature  courses.  Final  disposition 
of  exhibit  books  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commission,  Some  titles 
were  incorporated  into  the  Commission's  book  collection;  others  were  given  to 
state  institutions,  schools  for  handicapped  children,  and  to  libraries  with 
limited  book  budgets. 


-2- 


: PUBLICATIONS 

The  State  Library  Extension  Commission  continued  publication  of  its 
quarterly,  MONTANA  LIBRARIES,  which  is  distributed  to  all  libraries  in  the 
state,  to  library  schools,  state  library  agencies,  and  others  who  have  re- 
quested inclusion  on  the  mailing  list.  The  January  issues  carry  a  summary 
of  annual  Public  Library  statistics.  The  McKee  Printing  Company,  Butte, 
held  the  printing  contract. 

Issued  in  multigraph  form  were  the  DirectoiT  of  Montana  Libraries  and 
Librarians,  booklists,  publicity  leaflets,  releases  in  regard  to  Legisla- 
tion and  the  Library  Services  Act,  and  an  article  on  Weeding  the  Library. 
Articles  on  Commission  activities  and  services  appeared  in  MONTANA  FARMER- 
STOCKMAN,  MONTANA  LIBRARY  QUARTERLY,  MONTANA  INSTITUTE  OF  THE  ARTS  QUARTERLY, 
MONTANA  PARENT-TEACHER,  KAIMIN,  and  the  MISSOULIAN.  Newspapers  throughout 
the  State  cooperated  generously  in  publisbjing  news  releases.  Piadio  and  TV 
stations  were  supplied  with  spot  announcements  adajbted  from  those  prepared 
by  the  A.L.A,  Public  Relations  Office, 

PERSONNEL 

A  Library  Consultant  was  added  to  the  staff  in  August  1955 •  Mrs, 
Catherine  S,  Chadwick  was  appointed  to  fill  the  new  position.  She  came  to 
Missoula  from  Taft,  California,  where  she  had  been  Librarian  of  the  Taft 
Branch  of  the  Kern  County  Free  Library,  A  graduate  of  the  College  of  Puget 
Sound  and  the  University  of  California  School  of  Librarian ship,  she  had 
teaching  and  school  library  experience  before  going  to  Taft, 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Conimission  in  August  1956,  Mrs.  Chadwick' s  title 
was  changed  to  "Director  of  Library  Service". 

The  Secretary,  Miss  Ellen  Torgrimson,  was  on  leave-of-absence  from 
September  1,  1955  to  June  30,  1956,  for  graduate  study  at  the  University 
of  Illinois  Library  School.  She  was  granted  a  Master  of  Science  degree  on 
June  16,  1956,  and  returned  to  her  position  as  Secretary  on  July  1,  A  gradu- 
ate of  St.  Olaf  College,  Miss  Torgrimson  had  previously  done  graduate  work 
in  Library  Science  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  the  University  of  Minnesota, 
and  Columbia  University. 

Mrs.  Florena  I.  Vinal,  Circulation  Librarian,  has  been  with  the  Com- 
mission on  a  pairt-time  basis  since  1952.  She  is  &  gr^-luate  of  Montana  State 
University,  with  a  major  in  Library  Economy,  and  had  previous  library  ex- 
perience in  the  Missoula  Public  Library  and  the  Montana  State  University 
Library. 

Miss  Fay  McPherson,  Secretary-Bookkeeper,  joined  the  staff  in  September 
1955.  She  attended  the  Missoula  County  High  School,  specializing  in  secre- 
tarial training. 

Both  Mrs.  Chadwick  and  Miss  Torgrimson  submitted  their  resignations, 
effective  May  1  and  July  1,  respectively,  to  accept  positions  in  other  states. 
The  position  of  Library  Consultant  will  not  be  filled  until  the  autumn  of  1957' 
Mrs.  Ruth  0.  Longworth,  formerly  Glacier  County  Librarian,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  post  of  Secretary,  beginning  July  1.  Mrs,  Longworth  holds  a  diploma 
in  Library  Science  from  the  University  of  Denver  School  of  Librarianship, 
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HEADQUARTERS 

When  the  State  Library  Extension  Commission  begaji  operations  in  1946 
President  Melby  of  Montana  State  University  offerea  space  in  the  library 
building  for  headquarters.  Although  the  space  was  inadequate,  there  were 
many  advantages  in  being  located  where  a  large  book  collection  and  reference 
and  bibliographic  aids  were  readily  accessible.  In  October  1955 >  vdth  the 
library  building  undergoing  extensive  remodeling  and  the  construction  of  an 
addition  to  provide  offices  and  stack  space.  President  McFarland  decreed 
that  the  Commission  must  be  moved  to  an  old  frame  building,  which  had  been 
erected  as  a  temporary  building  during  World  War  I.  The  building  is  shared 
with  the  State  Correspondence  School.  It  is  completely  inadequate  and  unde- 
sirable. The  lighting  is  poor,  the  floors  are  in  bad  condition,  ill-fitting 
windows  and  doors  make  dust  a  constant  problem,  and  the  building  is  a  fire 
hazard.  Faulty  steam  pipes  have  caused  damage  to  books  and  equipment  on 
several  occasions.  Many  books  have  to  be  stored  in  boxes  for  lack  of  room, 
which  makes  them  inaccessible  when  needed,   (It  is  impossible  to  operate 
efficiently  under  such  crowded  and  inconvenient  conditions.) 

The  request  for  funds  for  a  building  on  the  Capitol  grounds,  which 
was  submitted  to  the  1957  Legislature,  brought  the  plight  of  the  Commission 
to  the  attention  of  lawmakers  and  lay  people  alike.  Although  the  bill  was 
killed  in  committee,  there  was  considerable  sentiment  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Commission  headquarters  should  be  moved  to  Helena,  where  other 
state  boards  and  commissions  are  located,  as  soon  as  suitable  quarters  can 
be  found. 
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LEGISLATION 

The  1955  Legislative  Assembly  granted  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
State  Library  Extension  Commission's  biennial  budget,  making  possible  the 
employment  of  a  Library  Consultant  to  assist  librarians  in  the  state  vdth 
their  administrative  and  technical  problems. 

The  State  Library  Extension  Commission  proposed  three  measures  to  come 
before  the  1957  Legislative  Assembly.  The  first,  and  most  important,  was  an 
increased  operating  budget  vrtiich  would  permit  some  expansion  in  the  work  of 
the  Commission  and  which  would  provide  special  funds  to  cover  the  cost  to 
the  Seattle  Public  Library  of  servicing  blind  readers  in  Montana.  The  Seattle 
Public  Library  is  the  U.  S.  Depository  for  Braille  and  talking  books  for  the 
states  of  Washington,  Montana,  and  the  Territory  of  Alaska.  Although  the  books 
are  free  to  readers,  they  must  be  serviced  by  staff;  and  in  the  past,  the 
Seattle  Public  Library  has  carried  the  financial  burden  for  this  state. 

The  budget  as  prepared  and  submitted  by  the  Commission  to  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee  was  passed  by  the  Legislature.  The  budget  for  the 
1957-1959  biennium  will  be  $61,994.00,  an  increase  of  more  than  $19,000,00 
over  the  present  budget.  Of  this  amount,  $7,200,00  will  be  expended  for  ser- 
vice to  the  blind, 

A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  requesting  an  appropriation  from  the 
Capitol  Land  Grant  Fund  to  construct  a  headquarters  building  for  the  Commission 
in  Helena.  This  bill  was  killed  in  Committee;  but  this  came  as  no  great  sur- 
prise, since,  after  the  bill  was  introduced,  an  amendment  to  the  Enabling  Act 
was  passed  by  Congress  legalizing  the  use  of  moneys  in  the  Fund  for  repairs 
to  the  State  Capitol,  The  Enabling  Act  had  previously  been  interpreted  to 
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permit  the  Fund  to  be  used  only  for  new  construction.  Had  the  amendment  not 
passed  when  it  did,  the  Coraraission  was  in  a  favorable  position  to  secure  an 
appropriation  from  the  Capitol  Land  Grant  Fund. 

The  third  legislative  proposal,  recommended  by  the  Commission  but  not 
brought  before  the  Legislature,  was  an  amendment  to  the  present  Commission 
law,  which  would  change  the  composition  of  the  Commission  by  increasing  the 
membership  from  three  to  five  members,  who  would  be  lay  members,  with  terms 
of  five  years  J  adding  the  Director  of  Agricultural  Extension  at  Montana  State 
College  as  an  ex-officio  member;  adding  a  qualified  librarian  from  a  city, 
county,  or  regional  library;  and  deleting  that  part  of  the  law  which  provides 
that  the  Librarian  of  Montana  State  University  shall  be  a  member.  Members 
of  the  Montana  State  Library  Association's  Legislative  Committee  did  not 
favor  this  amendment.  They  were  of  the  opinion  that,  with  the  initiation  of 
Montana's  Library  Development  Program,  made  possible  through  the  Library 
Services  Act,  this  was  not  a  good  time  to  change  the  membership  of  the  Com- 
mission. Commission  members  agreed  that  the  Commission  law  should  have 
further  study  before  any  changes  be  made, 

LIBRARY  SERVICES  ACT 

Federal  funds  for  the  extension  of  library  services  to  rural  areas 
without  such  services  or  with  inadequate  services  were  authorized  by  the 
Library  Services  Act,   which  was  passed  by  Congress  in  June  1956.     This  is 
a  five-year  matching  program     in  which  Federal  funds  may  be  matched  by  state 
and  local  funds  used  for  library  service  to  rural  areas.     The  Act  authorizes 
an  appropriation  of  $7,500,000  a  year. 


-7- 


i, 


For  the  first  year's  program,  however.  Congress  appropriated  only 
$2,050,000  to  provide  the  basic  $40,000  grant  to  each  of  the  states.  Montana's 
matching  requirement  was  $39,428. 

Miss  Torgrimson  and  Mrs.  Chadwick  attended  a  regional  meeting  in  Sacra- 
mento in  October,  where  representatives  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare  briefed  State  Library  Agency  personnel  on  regulations  and 
procedures,  Montana's  plan,  based  on  voluntary  federations  of  libraries,  was 
approved  in  January  1957.  It  provided  for  two  initial  demonstration  areas, 
and  two  federations  were  formed:  the  Northwest  Montana  Federation  of  Libraries 
composed  of  the  libraries  in  Lincoln  and  Flathead  Counties,  with  Mrs.  Inez 
Herrig  as  coordinator;  and  the  Five  Valleys  Federation  of  Libraries  embracing 
Missoula,  Mineral,  Ravalli,  Sanders,  Lake,  Granite  and  Powell  Counties,  with 
Miss  Evelyn  Swant  as  coordinator.  The  plan  provided  for: 

Centralized  purchasing  and  processing  of  books j 

Cataloguing  of  public  libraries'  collections  now  uncatalogued; 

Supplying  additional  periodicals,  reference  materials,  films 
and  recordings; 

Bookmobile  service  to  rural  areas; 

Workshops  and  institutes  for  library  personnel. 
In  March  the  Federal  money  -  $40,000  -  was  deposited  with  the  State 
Treasurer,  and  the  program  got  under  way.  Two  bookmobiles  were  delivered 
to  the  State  Library  Extension  Commission  and  one  was  assigned  to  each  of 
the  federations.  Bookmobile  service  began  in  May  in  the  Northwest  Montana 
Federation,  in  June  in  the  Five  Valleys  Federation.  Books,  equipment,  and 
.supplies  were  purchased  for  the  libraries  participating  in  the  demonstrations; 
and  building  improvements  were  made  in  several  libraries.  Some  funds  were 
expended  for  salaries  of  professional  and  clerical  personnel  and  for  travel. 
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In  June  1957  Congress  approved  an  appropriation  of  $5,000,000  for 
1957_1958.     Montana's  share  will  be  $57,525,   with  a  matching  requirement  of 
$56,703.     Books  and  searvlces  will  be  emphasized  in  the   coming  year's  program; 
and  new  demonstrations  will  be  started  in  other  areas  of  the  state. 

Miss  Helen  Luce  is  the  Library  Extension  Specialist  assigned  to  the 
Western  states.     She  visited  Montana  in  May,  attending  the  Montana  State 
Library  Association  conference  in  Butte  and  visiting  the  State  Library  Ex- 
tension Commission  headquarters  in  Missoula  where  she  conferred  with  librarians 
involved  in  the  demonstrations, 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  SERVICE 

New  libraries  were  established  in  Darby  and  Dixon  during  the  year,  and 
both  libraries  are  participating  in  the  Library  Services  Program.     A  movement 
in  Ravalli  County  for  organization  of  a  county  library  was   prompted  by  the  pro- 
posed Federal  Aid  program;  but  it  aroused  opposition  among  Stevensville  resi- 
dents and  did  not  progress  beyond  the  discussion  stage.     It  is  hoped  that  both 
Ravalli  and  Sanders  Counties  will  organize  on  a  county-wide  basis  in  order  to 
provide  a  taxing  unit  to  support  the  library  program  at  the  end  of  the  demon- 
stration period. 

The  public  libraries  in  Glendive  and  Miles  City  initiated  a   program  of 
service  to  the  rural  schools  in  their  coimties.     Billings  added  a  second 
bookmobile  for  its  school  service,  and  Great  Falls  inaugurated  bookmobile 
service  in  outlying  areas. 

New  library  buildings  were  completed  in  Cut  Bank,   Browning  and  Shelby, 

The  annual  statistical  summary  for  public  libraries  was  published  in 
the  January  issues  of  MONTANA  LIBRARIES, 
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EXTENSION  AND  LOANS 

Consultant  services  were  concentrated  in  Western  Montana,  since  that 
area  was  chosen  for  demonstrations  under  the  Library  Services  Act.  Libraries 
were  visited  and  suggestions  offered  for  improving  services,  making  quarters 
more  attractive,  and  developing  book  collections.  The  Director  of  Library 
Sendees  spoke  before  groups,  met  with  library  boards  to  discuss  library  prob- 
lems and  their  solution,  and  promoted  the  idea  of  cooperation  among  the  li- 
braries in  purchasing,  cataloguing  and  processing  of  books,  reciprocal  bor- 
rowing privileges,  and  the  development  of  good  library  service  for  all  resi- 
dents of  the  region.  Libraries  in  other  sections  of  the  State  were  visited, 
too,  in  order  that  the  Director  of  Library  Service  might  become  acquainted 
with  the  librarians  and  their  problems. 

The  Commission  was  represented  at  the  annual  conferences  of  the  Pacific  • 
Northwest  Library  Association  in  Gearhart,  Oregon,  in  1955,  and  in  Pullman, 
Washington,  in. .1956;  at  the  annual  conferences  of  the  Aiaerican  Library  Asso- 
ciation in  Miami,  Florida,  in  1956,  and  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  in  1957; 
at  the  annual  conferences  of  the  Montana  State  Library  Association  in  Kalis- 
pell  in  1956,  and  in  Butte  in  1957. 

During  the  biennium  59,702  books  were  sent  out  from  headquarters  to 
schools,  libraries  and  individuals.  Of  these,  43,255  were  children's  books, 
16,447  were  loans  to  adults,  Interlibrary  loans  from  the  Montana  State  Uni- 
versity Library,  Missoula  Public  Library,  and  through  the  Pacific  Northwest 
Bibliographic  Center  numbered  1,726. 
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APPROPRIATIONS 

The  appropriation  approved  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  1955  and 

signed  by  the  Governor  totalled  $42,91A.OO  for  the  biennium.  The  fund 
was  allocated  as  follows: 

Salaries  and  Wages  $29,000.00 

Office  Operation  and  Expense  5,328.00 

Public  Employeea'  Retirement  System  986.00 

Capital  Outlay  -  Books  7,600,00 
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July  1,  1358  SUPPLEKuwT  TO  THE  REPORT 


of  the 


STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 


July  1.  1955  to  June  30,  1957 
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STAFF 


STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMISSION 


Ruth  0.  Lor.{;worth,  Secretary 

Karquorlta  McDonald,  Assistant  Secretary 

Krs.  F]orena  1.  VInal,  Circulation  Librarian 

Karl  dan  Bennett,  Director  of  Technical  Processing 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Ellis,  Stonojraphor-oookkocper 

Mrs.  Doldra  Wun};ors,  Stenographer 

Mriu.  Doloroc^  McDonald,  Assistant  Stenographer 

Astrld  Arr.oidson,  Assistant  In  Charge  of  Piibllclty 

Krs.  Joan  Scott,  Clerk  (part  tints) 

Gary  Hactonan,  Cleric  (part  ttroe) 

Janitor 


July  1,  1958  REPORT  OF  THE  KONTAHA  STATE  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COf'J-llSSION 

Hontana  ended  Its  socor.d  fiscal  year  under  tho  Library  Sorvlcos  Act  on 
July  1st,  1958.  The  State  Agoncy  Is  pleasod  to  present  the  folloinlng  stimulat- 
ing report  of  progress: 

72(16^  pooplo  in  ntno  counties  now  have  county  wido  library  service  In 
areas  whore  no  such  systaii  existed  prior  to  the  boglnninj  of  the 
State  Plan  under  the  Library  Services  Act.  Those  counties  are: 
Custer,  D^'/con,  PatrolouD,  Pondera,  Ravalli,  Lake,  Granite,  Mlnera< 
and  Powell. 

Four  co.:r)t3es  with  sonie  library  service  fro.ii  established  county  lib- 
raries are  now  receiving  greatly  Improved  and  extended  service* 
Population  figures  in  these  four  counties  total  77,762.  These 
counties  are  Missoula,  Mineral,  LIbby  and  Flothesd. 

Two  booicxsblles  are  In  operation  in  the  two  existing  federations  of  lib- 
rorlcs  and  are  giving  excellent  service  to  the  rural  areas.  f«k>nt- 
ana's  boolcnobi les  purchased  under  the  Plan  were  the  first  In  the 
nation  to  get  roillnr;. 

State-wide  services  fron  the  Conrntssion  have  been  increased  to  a   consider- 
able degree. 

The  prob1c4-n  of  adequate  housing  for  the  State  Agency  was  resolved  In 

December,  1957*  Headquarters  were  irtoved  from  the  two  small  crowd- 
ed rooens  In  one  of  the  temporary  buildings  on  the  Hontana  State 
University  campus  to  the  present  spacious  quarters  at  South  Ave,  and 
Middlesex  In  Missoula.  Necessary  furniture  and  equipment  wus  pur- 
chased in  the  preceding  yc^r  so  funds  have  been  freed  to  provide 
personnel  to  Imp1e.-nent  the  prograni  and  to  Increase  the  book  collec- 
tion to  some  degree.  Demand  far  exceeds  the  supply,  however,  and 
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future  plans  must  provJda  a  larso  arxsunt  to  satJsfy  this  noed, 

29,233  books  wore  circulated  frcTs  Keadquartors  to  UbrarSes,  schools  and 
Indlvlduols,  an  increase  of  30%  over  th©  previous  year.  CIrculatlOA 
records  shelving  use  In  the  schools  and   small  libraries  are   not  Avail- 
able so  It  Is  only  posslblo  to  report  with  accuracy  on  tha  nuntbor 
sent  out  during  the  year. 

The  CaT.-3ission  staff  traveled  15,S80  ratles  wtti^In  tho  state,  making  93 
visits  to  public  libraries.  50  of  tiieso  wefia  initial  visits,  20 
included  conferences  with  the  library  boards  or  the  county  consnls- 
s toners  who  servo  as  tho  Board.  Jn  33»  conferences  woro  held  with 
library  friends.  0.t  k  o':c3s>ons,  help  was  given  extensively  with 
weoJtn^}.  Four  oandlns  clinics  w-^re  hold  during  theoo  visits. 

At  tho  rcquost  of  the  Board,  thj  Concnisslon  staff  visited  thrso  of  tl->a 
State  institution  libraries:  The  School  for  tU&   Deaf  end  Blind, 
State  Hospital  at  Galen  and  the  Orphans  Hon>a  at  TWin  Brldgos.  Ad- 
vica  and  counsel  was  given  on  Improved  services.  Since  July  1st,  a 
visit  was  made  to  tho  State  Prison  Library  and  a   report  givon  In  tho 
Legislative  Council. 

Five  General  workshops  and  problcoi  clinics  woro  hold  during  the  year, 
plus  two  that  wore  a  part  of  the  fiontana  State  Library  Association 
proGrom  at  Billings:  one  on  booknwbllo  service  and  one  for  library 
trustees. 

A  total  of  nine  talks  on  Montana's  plan  under  tho  Library  Services  Act 
were  given  to  interested  local  groups.  At  stata  maotlngs,  tho 
Coiraission  was  represented  at  the  Kont.^na  Federation  of  WcT.cn's 
Clubs,  the  Montana  Institute  of  the  Arts,  P. ".A.  Council,  Kana   Dojflon- 
stration  Council,  Family  Life  Conference,  4-H  Leaders  Conference, 
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Ksntcna  A«)<iscay  of  Arts  on  J  Sclcr.c::s  and  two  taooiln::-  of  tr.a  AssocJa- 
tia-i  of  SSucbnt  LJbi'orJan,;,     Pro:;ro.v>  t3n»  was  an».A3d  tha  CofanJssJon 

Out  of  st.ato  trtps  v«3ro  cxscb  ^o  Ch!co;;o  for  A.L.A.  «%'djhvt:ur,  to  SoCv^jo 
fo^  !x>th  ths  P.N.2.C.  Hoii'/ii  of  Xjnogors  asrid  t!>a  P.N.L.A.  LSbrary 
Dovolo^.'Si.'Jt  project. 

Thirty"0.73  pr^ra^JS  on  SJbrory  cosvSco  havo  Swas^  provldod  fay  tha  loarj  of 
ti»o  ff'ns:     Boo!s  for  Ml,  Ths  I'-'ajlc  Wa*-ibar  and  7ho  Ir^^irassJonabJo 
Voas%j,    Vhon  possible,  thssa  wcro  accofspiwilad  by  ©;;h5bUs,  presoat" 
\irt3  graphically  tha  Gor-^Jcca  of  tlwi  Stat©  Agency  and  pointing  up 
pattoms  of  cooporotSon. 

A  display  of  bo^Us  by  rbs-Jtana  Authors  Ss  on  loan  at  tha  CoasaJaslo?!  «nd  Is 
Sft  w!d-s  usas  tho  Trawl Ji>j  Exhibit  of  ChUdra-iS  DcoJa  Is  a  contJna- 
Sng  Go.vJco*  borrawd  laiit  yaas*  foi*  15  lo*s1It5oi;  two  3crapboo''^8 
sjuialJ  pvistora  and  a  vai-Ioty  o'  c;~-i"blt  material  hava  boon  sont  out 
ovo.^  3  wida  torrltorjf  orj  riiny  occasions. 

KONTA' !."■>  1. ' nr. T. ! ^ ? .  tha  qu^irtoi-ly  publicatlci  of  tho  State  AQcncy  has  been 
Incroaiod  fpa:j  3>0  copicj  pa/  loses  to  1,5C0.     Stortlns  In  Juno, 
lottors  to  each  pubilc  librarian  aro  nav  baln^  sont  to  supp'uc»ont  tha 
Information  In  tha  quai-torb/.    Citms  letter  was  written  to  aJl  sdiool 
librarians  and  will  ba  ircsunad  c^ch  raonth  In  tho  Fall.     2,!>00  coplos 
of  Qi^stlons  end  Ans•.^^ars  o-a  tho  Library  Servtcas  Act  In  Montfina  havo 
been  ca^Ilod.    A  printed  t'l^andboak  for  Ltbrar/  Trustoas  has  had  wtc^ 
distribution  and  an  up  to  dato  directory  of  Itbrarlos  and  librarians 
has  boon  broadii^sd  to  Include  all  scSv:oI  llbrarlos. 

Reading  lists  Includa: 

8oa!ci  about  t^bntana  or  by  M;:>ntariCin:i,   i2>7 
Books  about  H5nt<:-vi  or  by  K^ntonsns,  1953 
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RocciT^T^ndad  reading  for  P.T.A. 

Rofoi'oncQ  list  on  StorJcs  for  Story  Telltng  Musetra  Technlquas  (pre- 
pared for  the  M. i.A.  History  Workshop} 

in  prcpciration  ard   lists  for  a1]  Hooq   Dcntcnstration  Clubs  and  anothor  for 
cvc-Tibcrs  of  th53  Montana  Institute  of  tho  Arts, 

Thousands  of  laloKso^raphod  releases  hovQ  gor,o  out  this  psst  year,  in  coopcc- 
atlon  wUh  Mr.  ^5^es,  Clvalraan  of  NatJonaS  Library  Wook,  Krs.  GraybSlI, 
Chainusin  for  Montana  for  A.A.L.T.,  Koms  CcTonstratlon  Clubs,  Kontana 
Fedaratlon  of  Uoaon's  Clubs,  Friends  of  ths  Library,  ^5ontan3  Library 
Association,  f^^ntons  Instltuts  of  the  Arts  and  the  St«ite  Dcpartnisnt 
of  Public  Instruction.  Bosldss  rcoular  releases  to  oU  radio  sta- 
tioris  and  ne^vspapars,  articles  havs  appeared  in  each  issue  of  the 
Koritrn.'3  Parent  Tc2chor  and  in  two  issues  of  Kontcina  Education. 

$2,600  has  boan  spent  for  films  for  the  stats  f 1 1ra  circuit  which  will 
start  servico  in  Scptonber,  1953,  with  Great  Falls  as  a  center. 

A  Photocopy  nvschlns  has  been  pieced  in  tho  Missoula  Public  Library  and 
lists  of  tha  holdings  in  parlodJcals  has  bsen  sent  to  every  library 
in  tha  state.  Photocopies  of  any  n*2::;azlne  articles  in  the  Missoula 
collection  are  available  to  every  library  on  request. 

The  Cormisslon  has  becoi-na  a  "book  bank"  for  the  state.  Duplicate  copies 
of  gift  books  end  withdrawals  in  s^od  condition  are  now  sent  to  head- 
quarters. At  intervals,  lists  of  these  books  will  be  sent  to  the 
libraries  so  that  selection  can  be  caade  for  rep lacetnsnts. 

Not  only  Is  there  a  C'*atifyln3  interest  In  the  state  In  improving  library 
service  (61  written  requests  for  advice  and  counsel  and  r<oro  Invita- 
tions to  visit  than  tinva  will  perrait,  besides  tho  expression  of  In- 
terest on  every  visit  that  has  boon  made)  but  there  are  concrete 
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stops  tCMzrd  extension  of  ccrvJcos.  The  Carnogle  Library  5n  MIlos 
City  and  the  Glendlvo  Pub! 5c  LJbrcjr/  both  have  contracts  with  tho 
county  to  extend  service  to  all  rural  residents.  A  contract  be- 
twocn  tho  Groat  Falls  Library  with  Conr^id  and  Pondera  County  is 
ncfji  a  reality. 
Two  federations  of  libraries  are  now  In  existence,  vilth  four  addltianal 
areas  In  tho  planning  stage,  ^3^es  City  and  the  seven  surrounding  counties 
will  bo  next  In  t!->o  plan. 

In  the  NCaihrJEST  KCffTANA  FEDEEIATJOM  OF  LJBPJ\RIES,  two  counties  with  four 
libraries  have  joined  together  in  a  plan  of  cooperation:  The  Carnegie  Public 
library  and  tho  Flathead  County  Llbr::ry  In  ICallspcll;  tho  Whitoflsh  Public 
Library  -  all  three  In  Flathead  County  and  the  Lincoln  County  Library  at  LIbby. 
Mrs.  Robert  Horrig  is  coordinator,  with  LIbby  as  Headquarters  for  tho  Federa- 
tion. 

Circulation  records  have  tripled  this  past  year  In  Northwest  Kontana,  ac- 
cording to  Inez  Korrlg's  report.  Cooperative  ordorlng,  processinij 
find  cataloging  has  been  done  on  a  total  of  over  10,003  books.  These 
were  purchased  by  both  local  end  federal  funds  and  processed  by  the 
coordinator  at  LIbby.  Regular  n^eetlngs  are  held  for  the  purpose  of 
book  selection  and  an  exchange  of  ideas.  These  are  of  tnniense  volue 
to  the  participating  libraries,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  lib- 
rarians. 
Mildred  Grawe,  Flathead  County  Librarian,  says  "the  year  of  Federal  aid 
has  been  of  great  benefit  to  us  in  fnany  ways,  first  of  all  In  In- 
creased circulation  and  reading.  Many  rural  area  children  were  In- 
troduced to  library  books.  Tho  nicjority  of  tho  children  had  never 
seen  a  bookmobile,  so  v/ere  very  much  Interested.  At  the  end  of  the 
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school  year  wo  had  qv,5ta  o  ntuobar  of  letters  frorj  ch'lciren  thsnlc!ng 
us  for  tho  use  of  b.>oki  .t>nd  the  booJ-saobJ  3a.  Ona  p^aront  saSd  "St's 
been  tho  bsst  thing  that  over  happened  to  this  tcacii" 

•'In  tha  sian^P  v/hon  the  bookn»bno  .arrives,  th^  chlidron  run  5n  fran  aU 
directions*  Os^o  day  wa  got  lost  In  tho  woods  and  tho  famtily  living 
at  tho  end  of  tha  road  h^l-xid  us  £3t  turnad  around  -  then  tha  sJx 
dilldran  fronj  this  fw-nny  Qot  axel  tod  about:  tho  boote  and  hava  boon 
regular  library  patrons  ever  slr.co. 

"In  avatorJal  ways  wo  hove  bc&n  halpod  too  by  tho  acquisition  of  much 
nccdod  bookcases,  8  In  a!^.  Also  ^  flr.s  charglr^j  dosk  v;hlch  re- 
placed an  ordinary  office  d^sk,  mw  b-slng  usod  by  ths  librarian.  A 
four  drowar  pofnphlot  flla  Is  a  graat  help. 

"Our  Branch  Library  In  Columbia  Falls  naodod  a  trv^  roof  and  wa  wore  por- 
(alttod  to  have  that,  since  our  ov.n  supply  of  funds  had  run  out. 

"Hsviro  tho  books  arrlvo  procossod  laafcos  all  the  difforenca  to  us  horo. 
Wo  noy/  have  tino  to  o'va  ojr  patrons  a  gro^^t  iico^   of  personal  at- 
tention; tlraa  for  caroful  book  collection  -  TIos,  In  fact  to  give 
5ood  library  servlco  to  all." 

Fran  the  Carnegie  City  Llbrai'y  In  Kallspell,  Jean  Sturdlvant  writes, 
"This  library  was  badly  In  need  of  a  roo<:n  in  which  the  children's 
story  hour  could  be  conducted  and  also  space  whore  sncatlnss  could 
bo  held  -  Library  Board  Kciatlngs,  Federation  nioetinss,  etc.  So 
the  Federal  funds  fulfilled  a  great  need  here  and  en^abled  us  to  ex- 
ecute plans  v/hlch  It  probz^bly  would  have  taken  years  of  planning 
and  savins  to  achieve. 

"This  activities  roan  will  also  provide  a  meeting  place  for  a  few  sniall 
outside  (;ro>jps.  These  ivlll  have  to  be  limited  howsver,  as  the  roont 
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Is  to  be  pr}<A,3rny  fo.'  Hhnty  ^ctlvlLies,  smd  vtlM   o^so  bo  used  £is 
an  overflew  road'r.g  roam  durJiig  tha  busy  winter  moi-.ths. 

"Tha  federal  funda  paid  for  the  ?eraoJa5  2r/j  and  fumlsMng  of  the  room  and 
for  storni  wlndoiti.  The  roora  hia  new  baan  in  use  iibout  8  months.  In 
tho  future.  It  Is  hcijxi^sS,  thoro  vjIU  bo  rcguJer  GWl  Scout  activities 
tcikjng  place  thero  as  wdll  es  thoso  of  other  or<jan3  23tlor.s^!* 

Th®  Whltoflsh  library  taoved  to  attractlvo  new  cjuarters  this  past  year, 

Mabel  EncjoUer,  librarians  says  "Tho  opportunity  for  VrhJtefish  to  bo 
s  part  of  the  Northwest  Ma-jtana  Fcdaratlon  of  Libraries  has  been  an 
ansv/er  to  st  prayer.  Furniture,  cquipsient,  audlo-vIsuai  aSds  were  pro- 
vided for  us  that  we  could  not  possibly  have  had  otherwise. 

"Another  particularly  beneficial  ser^-Sce  Is  the  centralized  processing  of 
books.  Until  a  tnonth  ago,  th@  entire  staff  con.S(3ted  of  tho  one  lib- 
rarian. Tho  cavtn^s  effected  by  lar^or   discounts  with  cooperative 
borrcwlnj  and  the  tlnwi  saved  by  having  the  books  arrive  ready  for 
circulation,  help  us  tXnTQ   than  I  can  say. 

"My  par;;onal  feeling  Is  that  the  Whiteflsh  Public  Library  has  advanced 
twenty  years  by  the  progra;;!  under  the  Library  Services  Act.  In  th® 
short  time  we  have  been  In  our  new  quarters,  circulation  has  shown 
a  7^)%  Increase  In  con^parlson  with  the  sansa  period  a  year  ago,  Tho 
children  particularly  sce^n  to  have  the  doors  of  a  v;hole  nav  world 
open  to  thca.  Tha  entire  co>n:riunlty  is  prot:.d  of  our  fine  plant  and 
our  goad  service.  All  o?  us  In  V.'h«tcfJsh  are  deeply  grateful," 

The  Five  VALLEYS  FEDCRATJON  Includes  seven  counties:  Missoula,  Mineral, 
davalll.  Senders,  Lake,  Granite,  and  Powell. 

Evelyn  Swant,  Librarian  of  the  Missoula  City-County  Llbrar/  and  Coordina- 
tor of  Five  Valleys,  rer>orts  "Benefits  to  the  existing  libraries  and 
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to  the  surroundlnj  rural  areas  aro  very  grSi^t  Indcod  Jn  thJs  federa- 
tion. 

"Book  collcctJons  of  tha  Hcj.T.1Uc»n,  Darby,  Mlnoral  County  and  Tho.-ipson  FalJs 
LIbrorlcs  have  b-ssn  wcadsd  and  rocatalojed  during  fiscal,  1958. 

"Tho  rafcrenco  collcctlcjis  of  a]?  of  tha  libraries  have  boon  surveyed  and 
needs  purdiasad  so  that  eodi  ISbrary  now  has  tha  basic  r<ifereno3 
b-30iO  of  factual  and  biojrsplilcaJ  Jofonnatlon. 

"EquSpnont  noeds  wore  Gurvcyod  end  purchases  Rwda  so  OQCh  ISbrary  now  has 
tho  nscessary  eqytpnisnt  to  oporato  efficiently. 

"Dulldlng  nead3  and  repairs  ware  laado  wharo  loca?  fuiida  v«3re  not  avallablo. 

"Moetlnga  und:tr   the  sponsorship  of  S.L.E.C.  for  librarians,  trustees  ^nd 
Intorestcid  friends  hcva  b.3on  held  ot  Sntorvals  for  ths  discussion  of 
noads,  library  probloiicjs,  book  ordering  and  uco  of  rcfarenco  boosk. 

"in  Auoiist  ]957»  a  technical  processing  center  was   sat  up  at  Coi^vnlsslon 
Haadquirtors  and  sJnco  t'ict  tSffld  books  purchased  by  tho  cooperating 
libraries  have  boon  delivered  processed  a;id  with  catalog  cerds  -  ready 
for  the  shelves.  Considerable  saving  to  each  library  has  boon  effect- 
ed by  the  additional  discount  made  possible  by  cooperative  buying.  A 
total  of  7^31  booJa,  purchased  with  federal,  state  and  local  funds  have 
been  ordered,  processed  and  cataloged  during  fiscal  1953. 

"The  boeSvuoblle  Is  a  jnost  welcatKi  service.  Since  July  1,  1957,  the  unit 
has  traveled  21,626  miles  end  has  circulated  a  total  of  2<3,4^  to 
"ifkOO   afomllles.  An  excellent  publicity  prograra  with  posters,  nsMS 
releases  to  radio  and  nsvvspapors  has  dona  nuch  to  popular! zo  this 
fine  service, 

"Both  federations  have  Instituted  tho  use  of  courtesy  cards  so  that  any 
borrower  of  any  of  tlie  participating  libraries  may  use  the  services 
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of  ths  other  llb."arle«i  vhen  b«  is  In  that  ccftwimlty." 
Cooporo'ilon  Is  the  very  cfssencc  of  the  prograro  In  Kantana  and  tho  above  re- 
port gives  flno  evidence  of  the  Jr.prosslve  results  of  Jolr.t  effort. 
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APPf^O?R  I  AXIOMS 


Tho  appropriation  .pprovod  by  tbo  U.JsUtlv.  As.cblv  in  ^357 
.nd  olsncd  by  tho  Governor  totalled  $62,3^  for  th.  bScnnlu..  Tha 
fund  was  allocated  as  foUw^-s: 


Salary  and  Wages 
Social  Security 


Ropalrs  and  Replacei^Jents 

Op&ratlon 

Capital  Outlay 


$35,883.0'3 
820*00 


P.E.R.S. 

7  200.00 
Ssrvlccs  to  the  Blind  '» 


8,070.00 

8,600.00 


Ffl-3376-2-c>B 
513-19 


